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Grace Methodist Church Parsonage
Reisterstown, Maryland

Private Access

230 MAIN STREET is the only Gothic-revival house in Reisterstown,

a style rarely found in domestic structures.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

230 MAIN STREET is & two storey frame house of the Gothic revival style, dating
from ca. 1865-1875, Facing the street to the east, the southerly two bays have a
steep gabled roof parallel to the street., At the north end, projecting forward, is
a gabled section, its steep roof perpendicular to the southerly roef. A one storey
porch extends across the east front of the southerly seet::mn, terminated by the
projecting northerly section. The principal entrance is in the northerly bay of the
southerly section and all typical windows are doubled 1/1 with straight pointed tops.
Exterior trim forms a wide architrave with knees and label lintel, the latter rakéd’
forming a diamond-shaped panel with the pointed tops of the iwo windows, An applied
matrafoil is in each panel. A single window of similar shape is high in the east
gable, ©Single flue brick chimmeys rise near the middle of each sectien. Exterior
walls are covered with asbestes shingles., The interier of this house was not access-
ible for inspectien.
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230 Main Street is the only Gothic-revival house in Reisterstown, a style
rarely found in domestic structures. This house was built as a parsonage.

This land, originally part of Reister's Desire, was conveyed by John
Reister to his son Philip in 1781 (WG No. G.1781-82, $7-98). An adjoining
lot was bought in 1786 (WG No.Z.1786-87:367-69). After his death in 1792,
his estate was broken up and this portion was scld to John Sumwalt in 1815
(WG 131/466-468). Sumwalt eventually owned quite a stretch of Reister
land along the turnpike. On his death, Samuel Tagart was appointed
~Trustee of his vast holdings and began to sell them off. In 1861, William
Jhalen, who had married Philip Reister's youngest daughter Susan, pur-
chased the land here under consideration (GHC 34/206f1f).

On Whalen's death his sole heirs were Ann. R. Whelan and Rebecca J. Stocks-
dale. Ann was his daughter and Rebecca his grand daughter. They inherited
his lands. Between 1883 and 1905, the two had conveyed much of the prop-
erty to Grace Methodist Church-South. This particular piece of the estate
was sold in 1905 by Rebecca J. Stocksdale to the church for use as the
site of a parsonage--the current house. (WPC 289/507). (On 1915 Atlas

a building is shown.) This church had been formed in 1866-68% when members
of the local Asbury Methodist Church withdrew in a dispute growing out of
- the question of Slavery and States Rights. The Grace Methodist Church
South occupied land across the road from the original church. In 1941,
the memberships of the two churches agreed to once again consolidate.
"Therefore in November of 1941, the Trustees of Grace Methodist Church
conveyed to the Reisterstown Methodist Church all land and buildings
which were the property of Grace Methodist Church (CHK 1227/77). A year
later the trustees of Reisterstown Methodist Church sold the former par-
sonage and its lot to Richard L. Walker and his wife (RJS 1266/216).

In 1944, Richard Walker sold the property to Vincent Caples (RJS 1331/368)
who by 1946 had sold the same property to Irvin Uhlfelder (JWB 1568). The
“"Yhlfelders conveyed the property to Dr. George Curtis Medairy and his wife
in 1949. Dr. Medairy, whose ancestors had ptayed a large part in the early
days of Reisterstown was the superintendent of Rosewood for many years.

His widow still lives in #230. 175%/215)
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section:181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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